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SECRET 

PAGE 01 BERLIN 00667 171528 Z 
43 

ACTION PM-03 

INFO OCT-01 SS-14 ADP-00 NSC-10 NSCE-00 CIAE-00 INR-10 

NSAE-00 RSC-01 MBFR-02 DODE-OO SAJ-01 L-02 EUR-10 

NEA-06 OIC-01 10-03 ACDA-10 AEC-05 GAC-01 MC-02 

TRSE-00 RSR-01 /083 W 

091163 

R 171430 Z APR 73 
FM USMISSION BERLIN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1684 
INFO AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMCONSUL MUNICH 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
USMISSION NATO BRUSSELS 
USDEL SALT 
AMEMBASSY VIENNA 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY WARSAW 
AMEMBASSY PRAGUE 
AMEMBASSY BUDAPEST 
USDEL MC BRUSSELS 
USNMR SHAPE BRUSSELS 
CINCEUR VAINHINGEN 
USLOSACLANT NORVA 
USDOCOSOUTH NAPLES 

SECRET BERLIN 667 

LIMDIS/ NOFORN 

DISTO; VIENNA FOR MBFR DEL: MILITARY ADDRESSEES FOR POLADS 

E. O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: PARM, MILI, GE, UR 

SUBJECT: REPORTS OF SOVIET MILITARY BUILD- UP IN CENTRAL EUROPE 

EF: BONN 5290 ( NOTAL, MUNICH 641 ( NOTAL) 
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1. FOLLOWING FYI. 

2. INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO US HERE INDICATES THAT: 

A. SUBSTANTIAL INCREASE IN NUMBER OF SOVIET TANKS 

IN GDR IS RESULT OF GRADUAL AUGMENTATION RATHER THAN A 
RECENT MAJOR INTRODUCTION OF NEW EQUIPMENT. OVER NUMBER OF 
YEARS, SOVIETS HAVE BEEN REPLACING T-54 AND T-55 WITH T-62 
TANKS, WITHOUT WITHDRAWING OLDER MODELS. SOME SOVIET UNITS 
APPARENTLY HAVE BEEN REORGANIZED TO INCREASE THEIR ARMOR 
STRENGTH. EXCESS OF T-54 AND T-55 TANKS HAS BEEN STOCKPILED 
OR, IN SOME INSTANCES, TRANSFERRED TO GDR FORCES. 

B. STATIONING OF SAM-4 MISSILES IN GDR DOES NOT RPT 
NOT REPRESENT NEW DEVELOPMENT. 

C. LEVEL OF SOVIET TROOPS IN GDR AT ANY GIVEN TIME 
DIFFICULT TO ASSESS BECAUSE ROTATION SOMETIMES INVOLVES 
OVERLAPPING OF INCOMING AND OUTGOING PERSONNELKLEIN 
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